BASINGSTOKE & DISTRICT BADMINTON LEAGUE



Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on Wednesday 11thJuly 2007 at the Basingstoke Rugby Club, Pack Lane, Basingstoke.



Present



Ruth Cairns�Chairman�Viking�John Franklin�BH Pegasus��Trevor Shanks�Secretary�LoddonSherpas�Amanda Marsden�BH Pegasus��Sandra Smith�Treasurer�Beechdown�Nicky Major�BH Pegasus��Stephen Gaunt��Aldermaston�Jenny Skilton�BH Pegasus��David Lowe��Aldermaston�Liz Firth�LoddonSherpas��Janet Kearns��Alresford�Terry Firth�LoddonSherpas��Liz Jones��Andover Sports�Caroline Thompson�LoddonSherpas��Ian Swatton��Andover Sports�John Shipman�Phoenix��Sheila Weston��Basing Cavaliers�Mark Ferguson�St Marys��Cathryn Perkins��Beechdown�Diane Cooper�Viking��Andrew Bosworth��BH Pegasus�Phil Cooper�Viking��Mark Chapple��BH Pegasus�Linda Rapacioli�Viking��Ray Chow��BH Pegasus�Heather Mountford�Waverley��Ramsey Domloge��BH Pegasus�Dave Cooley�Whitchurch��

Apologies were received from Nigel Butcher (Alresford) and Sarah Corbett (Firefly). Andover, Firefly and Hurst were not represented at the meeting.



Chairman’s welcome.

The season has been an interesting one with many well contested matches.  The final results, particularly in the Mixed divisions, are testament to how close many of the teams are, with only a few points separating them.  The tournaments ran smoothly, produced some really good badminton and were enjoyed by participants and organisers alike.  The Personal Performance coaching course held in November was well attended and very successful.

There are two important items I need to bring to your attention.  Last year the League committee, with help from Helen Davies, the Hampshire Development Officer, applied for Lottery funding under the Awards for All scheme.  We were successful in being granted £4280 to be used to promote badminton in our league in 2007.  The money must be used specifically for the purposes agreed on our original application.  These are summarised as follows: setting up, promoting and sponsoring junior clubs, coaching both affiliated and non-affiliated badminton players, and any publicity needed to promote these aims.  The four existing junior clubs have been contacted and are using registered Hampshire coaches to help at their clubs.  Jenny Skilton has set up further junior clubs and is encouraging junior participation in County badminton activities. A junior tournament is planned for the beginning of the coming season and coaching courses for adults in November.  Those actively involved in coaching juniors can be helped with payments for CRB checks, coaching registration and hall hire.  Please talk to Trevor or myself if you wish to make use of the available funds.

The second important point is the Rally Scoring System.  This has been working successfully in International, National, County and Local League badminton for the past season.  Basingstoke used the new scoring at our Open tournament in March, and at the District KO in April this year.  There were few difficulties and all players adapted extremely well, even if they had not played the system before.  Badminton England have not yet ruled that the Rally Scoring System become compulsory for league clubs, however, all juniors should be using rally scoring because all tournaments in the county will be using it.  Portsmouth and Havant, Southampton and Winchester Leagues have been using Rally scoring since last September.  Aldershot and Camberley, Alton and Waterside Leagues have it on their AGM agendas this summer.  I have been told their committees will be advising their clubs to make the change.  I do not think Basingstoke should be isolated in the county by retaining the old system, so I must recommend this AGM to vote for the Basingstoke and District League to change to the Rally scoring system this September.  

I would like to record my thanks to the League committee; to Trevor for all the time he gives to maintaining the score card results, the website and the Gazette reports, to Jenny for all her work with juniors, to Phil for organising the trophies, and to Cathryn and Sandra whose financial and computing skills make everything so much easier for the rest of us.  Finally my thanks to the Rugby club for allowing us to use their facilities for this AGM.   



Minutes of the 2006 Annual General Meeting. 

As usual these had been circulated to all secretaries at the start of the season.  Further copies were available at the meeting.



Ruth asked if everyone was happy that they were a true record of what had taken place at last year’s meeting.  They were accepted unanimously as a true record.



There were no matters arising.



Secretary’s Report.

Trevor thanked team captains for returning match cards promptly although there were still some very deep sports bags in some cases.  Without the results he was unable to keep tables up to date on the website.  He also thanked the clubs for their prompt return of the Team Entry forms for the incoming season. He asked that, if a change of date for a match were made, he be informed. We had organised a very successful coaching course for league members at the Westgate Centre and it was hoped to do the same again this season, on November 11th.  Unfortunately due to lack of support, the Coaching Course for non-affiliated players,  did not take place but it was hoped that this season we might be able to organise it. Again this would be in the late October/early November period and in the local area. It might prove to be a recruiting ground for new players for some of our league clubs.  He again thanked his neighbour, John Johnston, for his continued help with the website and asked that secretaries please check their club details on the site once it had been updated for the incoming season.



Treasurer’s Report and next season’s fees.

Sandra had circulated her report which showed that our Income was down slightly from the previous year, due mainly to our loss of sponsorship. Expenditure was up a little on the previous year but she hoped that we could recoup some of the increased Coaching costs from the Sport for All grant.  This left a balance of £2998.10  and, once again, she did not see any reason  to increase our League fee from the current figure of £0.80 per player.



We had again taken advantage of having some spare money to purchase shuttles for stock against another rise in price of some £1.50 per dozen.       



The Badminton England affiliation fee would be £8.90 per senior player while the Hampshire County fee would be £5.10 per senior player.  Both these fees should be sent to Badminton England who would return the County fee to the county.



Sandra thanked Madge Cummings for once again auditing the accounts 



Both the Secretary’s and Treasurer’s reports were accepted.



Tournaments and KO Cup



Ruth reported that both our tournaments had run successfully with the Restricted, played at the Sports Centre, having 8 pairs in the Mens section, 6 in the Ladies and 14 in the Mixed.  The winners were: Mens Gareth Jones/Andy King (St Marys) who beat Stephen Gaunt/Lawrence Sutton (Aldermaston)in the final, Ladies: Janie Fisher/Andrea Farmer (St Marys) with sisters Stephanie/Cheryl Matthews the runners-up. The Mixed was won by Daniel Sheppard/Cathryn Perkins (Beechdown) who beat Gareth Jones/Andrea Farmer in the final.



The Open was again played at Alton Sports Centre with 11 pairs in the Mens, only 5 in the ladies and 10 in the Mixed.  This event was run using the Rally Point Scoring System.  John Hepworth/Simon Gennery won the Mens section, Suzanne Gennery/Suzy Fenner the Ladies and finally husband and wife team Simon and Suzanne Gennery took the Mixed.



The semi-finals and final of the KO Cup were played at the Sports Centre on 25th March.  Viking (-6) beat St Marys (-2) in one semi-final while BH Pegasus (-2) beat Aldermaston (+5) in the other.  Viking beat BH Pegasus in the final and Aldermaston beat St Marys in the playoff for third spot.



Only 5 Districts took part in the County KO competition at Westgate on 22nd April.  In the only 1st round match Portsmouth/Havant beat Waterside and then in the 2nd round carried on to beat Aldershot/Camberley.  In this round Basingstoke lost to a strong Winchester side, which was closely beaten in the final by Portsmouth/Havant.  The Plate final between Waterside and Basingstoke saw the former winning a tight match by just a few points. 



Presentation of Trophies



Ruth presented the trophies as follows:

�Ladies 4�Ladies 6�Mens�Mixed��Division 1�Viking�BH Pegasus�Viking A�St Marys��Division 2���BH Pegasus B�BH Pegasus B��Division 3���BH Pegasus C�Viking C��Division 4����Andover Sports B��Knock-Out Cup�Viking�����

Election of Officers and Committee



Ruth announced that all the officers and present committee were willing to continue again if the meeting so desired.  She appealed for volunteers for any of the offices or to join the committee.  She stressed that there had been very few changes to the committee over the years.   As there were no other nominations for any of the offices or membership of the committee it was then agreed unanimously that the complete committee be re-elected en bloc. At this stage Terry Firth volunteered to join the committee and his decision was warmly accepted..  

Sandra proposed that Madge Cummings be re-elected as our auditor.  This too was carried unanimously.















League Composition.

The composition for season 2007/2008 as proposed by the committee was accepted. 



LADIES

Division of 4�Division of 6��Andover�Andover Sports��Beechdown�Beechdown��BH Pegasus�BH Pegasus��Waverley�LoddonSherpas���Phoenix���Viking��

MEN

Division1 �Division 2�Division 3��Andover Sports A�Andover�Aldermaston           ��Andover Sports B �Beechdown A �Alresford��BH Pegasus A�BH Pegasus C �Beechdown B��BH Pegasus B �Firefly                     �Hurst                      ��Viking A�LoddonSherpas A�LoddonSherpas B��Viking B�Phoenix A�Phoenix B���Waverley                �Whitchurch��

MIXED

Division 1�Division 2�Division 3�Division 4��Andover Sports A�Beechdown A�Aldermaston A�Aldermaston B��BH Pegasus A�Beechdown B�Andover               �Basing Cavaliers��BH Pegasus B�BH Pegasus C�Andover Sports B �LoddonSherpas B��St Marys�LoddonSherpas A �Beechdown C�Phoenix B��Viking A�Viking C�Firefly                   �Waverley B��Viking B �Waverley A�Phoenix A���



Notices of Motion



Proposed by the Committee

Before moving to the Notices of Motion, Ruth spoke about the Rally Point Scoring System. She pointed out that Badminton England had not yet decided to make the use of this system compulsory but that it’s arrival was inevitable.  All International, National, County matches and tournaments were played to the new system and all Junior events were also using it.  It was envisaged that it would be a Rule of Badminton by the beginning of next season (2008/09)  Only a couple of the districts in Hampshire had, like ourselves, not used it last season but it was expected that they would come into line this season.  After very little discussion, the changes to our Rules to incorporate Rally Point Scoring were accepted with 11 clubs voting for and 1 against..



To assist clubs, Phil Cooper had photo-copied and laminated an explanation about Rally Point Scoring.  He gave a copy to each club present at the meeting



A.O.B.

The Aldermaston club had pointed out that the present system of playing the KO Cup semi-finals and final on one Sunday had caused them some difficulty. At the end of the season it found a problem in raising a team from the nominated list of players as Sundays were in many cases a family day.  To get to that stage of the competition and then to be forced to turn up with a weakened team was disappointing and also unfair to the opposition. It asked if it would be possible to play these late stage matches on some other night.  It was pointed out that it required at least 5 courts for some 4/5 hours to play the four matches and to try to do so on a week night would mean starting the event at about 6.00pm. and to do so would cause most of the players great difficulty to get there in time.  The committee would look into this situation but it looked as though it would be difficult to find an suitable alternative to the Sunday morning/afternoon. The date for these matches was arranged at the beginning of the season so that clubs did have some 7/8 months notice.    



BH Pegasus asked if it would be possible to enter more than one team for the KO Cup.  Their club had a large membership and, with only one team entered, many of their players just below the top level were frustrated and would like a chance to participate in the competition.  David Lowe stated that the Newbury League had had a similar request last season from one Club, Kennet.   Two teams had been allowed to enter from that club and no problems had been encountered.  This matter was left to the committee to discuss.



Terry Firth suggested that, with most clubs suffering declining membership, perhaps an advert in the local papers might attract some casual players to join clubs. The emphasis when juniors moved into county squads was on singles and it was mentioned that very little opportunity was given for singles at most if not all clubs.  Time and numbers was the main factor but where possible clubs with multiple courts might think about allocating a court for some singles play.



Ruth closed the meeting at 8.45pm and thanked members for their attendance and interest.  





26/7/07
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